HUNTETR

MARINE CORPORATION

AN EMPLOYEE OWNERSHIP COMPANY

October 12, 2000
Re: Wiring/Electrical Safety Concern with your Passage 42
Dear Hunter Passage 42 owner,

Because of a fire onboard a 1994, 42° Passage, Hunter began an investigation of its wiring. We have come to
several conclusions surrounding this matter which we feel should be passed on to you.

From the information relayed to us, it appears that the boat was sitting unattended at the dock with the shore
power connected and the inverter in the charge mode. It is unknown to us as to how long the boat was left un-
attended or how long the inverters charging system had been activated. We do believe that at some point during
the charging process a fire broke out inside of the engine / generator compartment on the inside of the boat. The
fire damage prevents a definitive determination as to the true cause.

After our initial inspection, we found several things that, in our opinion, may or may not have caused the fire but
should be addressed.

1. A 100 amp alternator was added to the engine at some point and time. Unfortunately, when this was
done only the alternator lead wire going to the isolator switch was upgraded to the proper size. The
isolator jumper wires should have also been upgraded, as well. This would have prevented the
opportunity for heat to buildup and possibly, slowly, deteriorate the wiring.

2. A solar panel was added to the vessel and its wiring harness was tied into the main charging system of
the boat. There were no upgrades made to the vessel’s original wiring system for this upgrade.

3. A wind generator was also added to the boat at some time and point. Again, its wiring harness was
tied into the main charging wiring system of the boat with no upgrading of the original wiring. It was
also left with no fuse protection.

4. Due to the damage caused by the fire we were unable to determine the true condition of the batteries.
However, our best guess from the inspection is they may have not been properly maintained with
internal water.

5. It may be possible that the lead wire from the battery start switch overheated due to one or all of the
following reasons: (1) poorly maintained batteries, (2) overloaded wiring from upgrade equipment and /
or (3) leaving the battery switch in the incorrect position while utilizing the inverters charging system
for an excessive period of time.
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Based on the above, we have come to the conclusion that the charging leads and isolator wiring inside of this
model boat may not be adequate for most of today’s add-on equipment. Hunter Marine has chosen to offer a
wiring upgrade to all P42 owners at no charge and pay for its installation. This upgrade would only be required
on boats ranging in hull numbers from HUNP0001J990 through HUNPO180L495.

Regardless, WE DO NOT RECOMMEND THAT YOU LEAVE YOUR BOAT UNATTENDED FOR ANY
REASON WHILE THE DOCKSIDE POWER IS ATTACHED TO IT. WE ALSO DO NOT RECOMMEND
USING THE INVERTERS BATTERY CHARGING SYSTEM DURING NIGHTTIME HOURS.

We realize that due to their age, most of the P42’s have seen many upgrades, some of which may have
eliminated the inverter and / or isolator switch and their original wiring. Keeping this in mind, we ask that you
please download and complete this form below and return it to:

Hunter Marine

P.O. Box 1672
Alachua, F1 32615
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